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According to the First Amendment, Congress is prohibited from making any law that abridges the freedom of speech of any citizen.  The law also applies when it comes to journalism in case of reporting. Online users who post of the news outlet sites should be protected as per the provision of the 1st Amendment. The freedom of the citizen may, however, be abused when people use it to defame or discredit another individual. The news outlets should come up with a way that ensures that those who comment on their posts are responsible for each word.  Allowing them to post freely gives the outlet an opportunity to learn of what the public thinks. The partnership between the public and journalists ensures that the leaders are accountable for their actions.  As such, the news outlets have a moral obligation to protect the identity of their online users.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]However, according to a ruling by A Marion County judge in 2011, the news outlets can be forced to reveal the identity of a user who posts on their online forum. Although the ruling was followed by numerous reactions who the media industries and other stakeholders, it was evident that the court was not going against its ruling. The Court of Appeal upheld the ruling on the county. In the case, the CEO of Junior Achievement of Central Indiana had been unfairly attacked by an online user who claimed that he had mismanaged the funds which would be tracked into his bank account. In all that ensured the main question was whether news outlets should be forced to reveal the identity of their online subscribers yet they vowed to protect the freedom of speech. The dilemma comes in when the users post the message to defame others. In my opinion, I believe that the ruling made by the court is fair but the media outlets should be allowed to put in place internal controls to prevent any case of defamation (Miettinen, 2017)
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